DCAS BOARD MINUTES

March 23, 20113, 

PRESENT:






ABSENT: Carolyn Williams

Brenda Bailey Little

Mike Henshaw

Mary Kissel


Judy Adams

David Stratton

Winny Lin

February Minutes  Approved

Great Backyard Bird Count:  Columbia, KY had astronomical numbers again this year.  We discussed ways to replicate their results.  They do not have an Audubon chapter.  Possibly, we could contact Cornell for a contact number?  Winny requested that training be conducted so that all members know how to enter GBYBC data.

March Field Trip:  3/26 at Daviess County Fish and Game Farm, rain date 3/27 or 4/2.  David Payne is our contact.  This is an opportunity to observe birds and wildflowers by invitation on private land.  Meet at Rural King on US60E at 9:30 A.M.

April Field Trip:  Participation in Ohio Valley Birding Festival is encouraged www.ohiovalleybirdingfestival.org .  We have chosen two events from their program on 4/30/11.

4:00 P.M.  Bluebird Walk with Bob and Judy Peak at Audubon State Park.                 7:00 P.M. Keynote Address by Dr. Greij .  Casual dinner in Evansville prior to Dr. Greij’s talk.

Wildflower Walks:  Audubon state Park is offering wildflower walks on 4/2/11.  See their website for further information.

April 5 Program:  Chuck Price will talk and demonstrate his techniques for photographing wildlife and geo-tagging.

Cash for Trash:  We have been approved for 5 miles on 4/9/11.  Meet at Southern Oaks Elementary School  at 9:00 A.M.  Rain date will be 4/10 at 1:00 P.M.

ROMP:  DCAS will offer at Bird Walk at 9:00 A.M. Meet at the covered bridge.jTwo “helpers” are needed. 

Spring Break at the History Museum:  Mary will do a power point presentation on bird calls.  Winny will help.

J.J. Audubon Monument:  The historical sites committee has said that the proposed rock is too big.  Efforts are underway to modify the design.

 Habitat Restoration: David reports that Brescia is proposing trying native grasses at their athletic complex near Waymond Morris Park.  This site does not qualify for the Audubon grant, as it is not public  land. The grant ($545) project must be completed by Jan. 2012 or the money must be returned.  David will check with the city re: availability of a site near dairy Queen and/or “raised beds” (protected from mowers) around the Green Belt bird sculptures.  The importance of informational signage was stressed.  Also, it was agreed that “plugs” will be used rather than seed.

Toyota Green Grant:  This would make up to $2500 available, but requires a minimum of 50 volunteers.  This would be possible if we could recruit students from Brescia and KWC, as well as involve the WKBG members.  It remains under discussion.

Earth Day:  First Christian Church will hold its annual Earth Day celebration on Sunday, April17.  No additional information is available at this time.

Equipment Purchase:  Mike suggested that we consider purchasing an inexpensive laptop (or solicit a donation of an old one).  Last month’s “scramble” emphasized the importance of having our own equipment.  No decision made.

Volunteer Hours: Field trip attendance:  The Sloughs 11, Goose Pond 1.  Service hours: David 3, Mike 3, Judy 3, Winny 3.  Brenda will report directly to Carolyn .

April Board Meeting:  April 11th at 11:30 at Judy Adams’
