Minutes of the Daviess County Audubon Society planning session, July 11, 2011

Meeting was held at the home of Judy Adams. Participants included: Kenny and Winny Lin, Carolyn Williams, Fran Tichenor, Judy Adams, Brenda Little, Mary Kissel, Mike Henshaw, Laura Morris and Charles Morris. Absent board members were Donna Hanley, David Stratton and Lisa Leonard.

Mary Kissel agreed to take minutes.

Brenda Little said corrected minutes from the May board meeting were not available for review and would be re-sent to members as soon as possible.

Reports presented Included:

Go Green:  DCAS will have a table at the Go Green event July 16 at the Owensboro Farmers Market at Owensboro Christian Church. Mary Kissel and Winny Lin will work the opening shift, and Judy Adams and Fran (and maybe Lynn) Tichenor will work the second, distributing bird-related handouts and answering questions about Audubon.

Financial report: Brenda Little reported the club had $100 in expenses during June: $30 for Urban Birds, $10 for postage and $60 for speaker expenses.  The checking account balance at BB&T is $2,420, savings account is $250, and the cash and CDs at Teachers’ Credit Union total $2,761. The grand total is $5,431.

John James Audubon Monument: Brenda Little reported she will be presenting the monument proposal before the Kentucky Historic Properties Commission July 12. Kentucky Audubon Council members have learned the panel dislikes the size and aesthetics of the rock currently associated with the project, and she is amending the proposal and seeking the panel’s blessing to use Kentucky rock, probably sandstone. If they want a more-polished look, she hopes they will be willing to compromise by allowing the sides and back of the monument to retain a natural look. The bronze turkey design was shared with those in attendance. 

Important dates: Before starting the planning session, Judy Adams noted the following important dates in the 2011-12 Audubon calendar year: Feb. 17-20, Great Backyard Bird Count; International Migratory Bird Day, May 12. Christmas Bird Count dates have not been finalized.

Meetings will continue to be on the first Tuesday of the month. They will try to re-establish a 30-minute social time, pushing that back to 6:45, with the program to start at 7:15.

Brainstorming session:  The group broke into two subgroups and discussed program and field trip ideas for the year, including those that had been submitted by other members. Members noted the need to put an emphasis on bird-related programming.

 Consensus was reached on tentative programs for the fall:

September: Presentation of the annual report and a review of community projects, including the Urban Birds/Urban Girls program, the Deer Park bluebird trail, Birds of the Greenbelt and the Powell Bird Blind. 

Ken Hurm has volunteered to put together a slide show of last year’s activities. Members are being urged to “bring a friend.”

Field trip: Greenbelt family bird walk on a Saturday morning. 

October:  Jill Flachskam will be asked to do a program on grassland birds. Possible field trips: Goose Pond Wildlife Management Area, hoping to take advantage of her expertise. (This trip may be moved to September). Also suggested was: Snake migration, Shawnee National Forest, southern Illinois. 

 November: Sandhill crane hunting debate, hoping to bring both pro-crane and pro-hunting representatives.  Possible field trip: Peabody Wildlife Management Area. 

December: Birding by ear, as preparatory work for Christmas Bird Counts, which serve as December field trips.

Other ideas brought before the whole group included: mussels, Owensboro dove trainer Gail Evans, owls (with an owl prowl), birding and hearing loss, bird calls, tree swallows (“the most promiscuous bird”), tree identification, responsible use of laser pointers while birding, Dr. Donald Batema and dragonflies, coyotes, biologist Steve Ham,  amphibians and frogs, sandhill crane hunting, River Keepers, wind turbines, wildfires, programs suitable for the general public, Important Bird Areas, West Kentucky Raptor Rehabilitation, bald eagle study at Ballard Wildlife Management Area, David C. Adkisson Greenbelt Park, migratory trips, air quality, Bob and Judy Peak, factors that negatively impact the local environment.

Miscellaneous: Brenda Little also noted the possibility of creating a digital scrapbook, with the help of Wendel Thompson. 

Judy Adams said Bob Adams would be copying meeting DVD to create a DVD library that could be available at club meetings.

Members were informed that vehicle security has been tightened at Owensboro Community and Technical College, and they will have to check in before birding in the outdoor classroom.

The August meeting will be at 10 a.m. Aug. 3 at the home of Judy Adams.

Respectfully submitted by: Mary Kissel

