DCAS Board Minutes
Jan. 17, 2011
Members Present: Mike Henshaw, Donna Hanley, Winny Lin, Mary Kissel, Judy Adams, Brenda Bailey Little

Absent:  David Stratton, Lisa Leonard, Carolyn Williams

Christmas Bird Count:  Mike reported that DCAS paid $80 to National Audubon for CBC support.

Great Backyard Bird Count: Dates are Feb. 18-21.  We will need to publicize this event to schools, Girls Inc., H.L. Neblett Center, Boys and Girls Clubs, especially those schools with Audubon Adventure Kits.  Winny will design an email flyer.  Mary will contact WKBG about access to the “old” binoculars .  There will be GBYBC events at the Joe Ford Nature Center on Saturday 2/19 with Girls Inc. and on Sunday, 2/20 from 2-4 for the public. 

Meeting Refreshments: February, Lisa Leonard; March, Brenda Bailey Little; April, Donna Hanley.  We still need volunteers for May and June.

February Program:   Speakers from the U of Evansville Conservation Area

February Field Trip:  Peabody WMA will not work out.  We will venture to The Sloughs WMA near Henderson on the morning of 1/22/11.  Mike will arrange for a field trip leader.  We will meet at the Moonlite BBQ back parking lot at 8:00 a.m.

March Program:  Judy will contact Julie McDonald re: a program about the Ohio Valley Birding Festival, planned for April 28- May1.

March Field Trip:  Overnight trip  March 4-6 to participate in Marsh Madness at Goose Pond.  Additional information is available at www.marshmadness.info. 

Texas Gas matching Gift Program:  DCAS received a generous gift from member, Fran Tichenor, to be matched by Texas Gas.  This program will end March 31, 2011  If you know of retirees who would be interested in making a donation, please encourage them to explore this possibility.

Cornell Urban Birds Program:   Brenda is writing the grant application.  Girls Inc. is enthusiastic and on board.  We will focus on 16 specific urban birds with 3rd and 4th graders .  Preliminary plan is to run the progam two Thursdays per month from February 3rd through May 5th.  A committee consisting of Mike, Mary, Brenda, Winny and Judy will meet with staff at Girls Inc. on March 18th at 2:30 P.M. to survey the physical location, identify needs and plan the program.  It was agreed that this program will continue whether or not we get the grant.

Volunteer Hours: Mike & Sherry 3 hours Sept refreshments, Mike CBC 8 hours, Sherry  4 hours Secy. for 2 months

 Resources: Winny suggested that we develop a teaching library where materials and Kits would be available for presenting  programs to schools.  

Next Meeting:  February 14, 2011 at 11:30 a.m. at Judy’s               
