DCAS Board Minutes

April 12, 2010

Members Present

David Stratton

Mike Henshaw

Brenda Little

Mary Kissel

Winny Lin

Judy Adams

Greenbelt Project

David brought the finished banners, featuring a Red-tailed Hawk.  All agreed that they are spectacular and will meet our goals of drawing attention to the bird sculpture and educating the public about the bird.  It was agreed to make the “unveiling” of the sculpture and banners a public event, which will include media coverage and a bird walk.

Magnets

David will price magnets to be used to identify DCAS slow-moving vehicles during bird-count events.  We discussed the use of small magnets as collectors’ items (perhaps one for each sculpture?  One annually?).  He will get back to us with pricing.

April Field Trip

There have been questions from the membership about the lack of an April field trip.  Although the board had decided that the May 1st Goose Pond trip would fulfill that requirement, it was decided to designate the JFL Wildflower Walks on April 17 and 18 as April field trip options.  Mary will email the membership information about both walks.

May 4 Program

Steve Thomas, consultant for Mammoth Cave National Park, will be discussing the status of various bat species and the impact of “white nose syndrome” on the local bat population.  It was agreed to title the program “Bats—Hanging in the Balance” and Winny Lin will design a flyer to assist with publicity.

Powell Bird Blind Spring Cleanup

April 26 was designated the DCAS workday, with april28 as a rain date.  The work will require 4 to 9 people and dry weather.  Some of the tasks on the agenda are whitewashing the adobe of the blind itself, moving and shellacking one of the frog sculptures (thank you, David) and planting wildflowers in the easement the Tony Eaden has prepared for planting.

Audubon 2010 Celebration

There will be a portrayal of Lucy Audubon on April 24 and a Kickoff Celebration on April 25, both at Audubon State Park.  Members are encouraged to attend.  The board voted to become a “Blue Bird” level sponsor with a $50 contribution to Audubon 2010.

Earth Day Spring Fling  April 24

It was decided that a DCAS display at this community celebration would be a good way to educate the public and publicize our activities.  Judy Adams and Mary Kissel will set up the table with educational materials.  Henry C., Mike H., Jill F., Winny L. and Carolyn W. will staff the table.  We decided to order 100 magnets with the goldfinch logo and our web address to give out.  Fifty dollars was authorized.  

Financial

Brenda Little explained that a National Audubon Society training session for chapter leaders advised that chapters with significant income engage a public accountant to audit their records every 1 to 3 years. For chapters with income and cash reserves too small to be able to afford an audit, they advised that a committee be selected from the membership of people with business and accounting experience to review each transaction from the past year or two. The committee should then issue a report to the members that expresses an opinion about the accuracy of the records along with suggestions for changes in method of record keeping and for any needed corrections. It was agreed that an informal audit of our records was overdue, as one had not been conducted in many years.  This review would allow us to set up our books on “Quicken”, thus simplifying the process of budgeting and reporting.  Those suggested for the audit committee are Carolyn Williams, Lynn Tichenor and Sherry Henshaw.  Brenda will contact them and will set-up the meeting(s) for this review and will oversee the review.

Volunteer Logs

Members are encouraged to complete these logs monthly.  Judy will keep them on file.  Brenda will check with Lynn Tennefoss at National Audubon for clarification of some categories.  

Polo Shirts

It was agreed that the DCAS polos are attractive and give a professional look to our presentations.  Since there have been requests for additional shirts, a flyer will be designed to inform the membership.  Judy will check with Sheryl regarding a minimum order.

June Program

Scott Harp will demonstrate his hand-held birding device (e-bird or I-bird?) at our June 1st picnic meeting at Panther Creek Park.

Bert’s Tree

 The Yellowwood planted in Bert Powell’s memory is not doing well.  Charles has been asked to follow up with Integrity.  Brenda will follow-up.

WKBG Birding Classes

Mary has the dates for our spring birding classes (April 15 and multiple dates in May).  She will publish these in the Goldfinch.

The next board meeting will be May 10 at 10:00 A.M.

