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MEETINGS EACH 2"° MONDAY SEPTEMBER THRU JUNE
AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 7™ & J.R. MILLER BOULEVARD

WEST NILE VIRUS IN
OUR BACKYARD

PRESENTER IS DAVID GALLOWAY, SR,
HEALTH ENVIRONMENTALIST AT
DAVIESS COUNTY HEALTH DEPT.
SUPPER WITH THE SPEAKER IS 5:30 AT
THE MOONLITE. EVERYONE IS INVITED.
Pop Quiz Time! Gottcha! Tryto
answer these 5 easy questions. If you score
100%, you are excused from attending this
month's meeting. If you miss 2 or fewer, you
are pretty much in the know about the virus
that is believed to have come to North
America from Africa. You will still benefit from
the information that will be explained to us, so
it is in your best interest to attend. If you
answer 3 or more questions incorrectly,
attendance is mandatory. You are at serious
risk unless you plan to seal up your house
and stay indoors for the next 7 months.
1. Mosquito bites are a gender thing:

a. Females are bitten much more often
than males.

b. Females are not bitten more often than
males, but they react with more intense
itching for longer duration than males.

c. Only the female mosquito bites in order
to take-in protein for egg laying.

d. Itis only the female mosquito that bites
because it is a feminine characteristic to
be annoying.

2. Kentucky has not had as many cases of

WNYV as some other states.

a. Latitude is in our favor, we are too far
north and mosquitoes, the carriers, like
weather to be hotter with more humidity.

b. Kentuckians are lazy couch potatoes

who only watch TV and therefore are at
much lower risk for mosquito bites.

b. Kentucky has a low population of African
Americans and they get West Nile Virus
more than other ethnic groups.

c. West Nile Virus was introduced [ain't
that a fine howdy do] in North America
firstin New York state and spread from
there. So it is just a matter of time until
we catch up.

3.You are what yeu they eat.

a. Eat garlic, mosquitoes hate the
smell and won't come near you

b. Eat mutton, people in Africa have
antibodies to West Nile Virus and
mutton is a major part of their diet.

c. Eat small quantities of DEET. It
repels mosquitoes.

d. Dietis not a factor unless it is
possible that overeating is a risk
factor. It's just logical; the bigger
the person, the greater the skin
surface and therefore the larger the
banquet table.

4. Dress for success

a. Wear light colored clothing
especially at dawn and dusk when
mosquitoes do most of their biting.

b. Don't wear low slung pants and
cropped tops that expose your
belly. It's like painting a bull's eye
for mosquitoes.

c. Mosquitoes can, and do, bite
through clothing, so it doesn't
matter what you wear.

d. Don't wear polyester. Old people
wear it and they get WNV a lot.

Question 5 is on page 3
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Quiz Continued from Page 1
5. Location. Location. Location

a. You are more likely to be bitten near
areas where mosquitoes breed and
that is anywhere water stands for 4
days or more, in birdbaths, gutters,
even in litter such as discarded paper
or Styrofoam cups.

b. Go to Little League games. Senior
Citizens are more likely to die from
WNV and mosquitoes won't notice you
if you hang out with lots of little kids.

c. Take a picnic with you to the park and
you'll be safe. Ants have worked out a
deal with mosquitoes to stay off each
other's turf.

d. Use cemetery roads to walk or jog
rather than the GreenBelt Park.
Mosquitoes don't go there because
there is formaldehyde in the
atmosphere from all the embalming.

Cause | said so answers: 1.c  2.d 3.d 4.c 5.a

March Program was by Michelle
Webber, A One-Woman Army

You should kick yourself if you missed the March
meeting. Michelle Webber is a tiny young woman, but
like the lyrics of High Hopes, (remember the ant moving
the rubber tree plant?), she is a giant in her field of
botany. Her field is located at Mammoth Cave National
Park. Michelle is not one to back away from a challenge.
She is toiling mightily to repopulate the forests, fields,
and stream banks around Mammoth Cave with native
plants and to remove invasive non-native plants on
hundreds of acres. She invites the public to come down,
roll up its sleeves, kneel down beside her and plant up a
storm. Scout Troops, civic organizations, even
individuals have responded to her call for help.

Michelle showed slides of some of the orchids she is
planting and their beauty is breathtaking. President Rob
Rold expressed our chapter's interest in being a part of
the valiant effort underway even as he realized that our
ranks are spread thin already. Working alongside
Michelle would be a learning experience, not only in
horticulture, but in optimism and positive thinking as
well. Interested? She's [Miichele_Vebber@nps.qov|

Ticked Off

Interviewed in the tiny living room of her
new travel trailer at Rough River, Kathryn
Clay shares her find of a new product for
what really bugs her. She exclaimed that she
knew March is when the ticks first bite each year,
but nonetheless she wound up in the ER at
Baptist East for help in removing one of the two
hated bugs that bit her week before last. Even
before the bites, she had planned to buy some
clothing that is impregnated with insect repellent.

Kathryn is now taking a 21-day prescription of
antibiotics. She was unable to find a shirt or
pants that repel mosquitoes, ticks, ants, flies and
such in Louisville. She did find them available
from a very respected mail-order store in
Vermont, Orvis. The brand is called Bug Off and
is made to continue repelling bugs for 25
washings.

We have asked Orvis to ship a pair of pants and
a shirt that will be modeled for your inspection at
the April 25t meeting. The Bug Off clothes are
not cheap. The shirt for women costs $69 and
the pants $79, plus shipping. Kathryn asks that
we consider her costs of emergency care and
medicine as we give consideration to this
protective clothing purchase.

February's Field
Trip Prize Goes to
the Bluebirds

by Rose Ann Radzelovage

Seven members of our club attended the
field trip on February 28™ to the Radzelovage
Farm in Hancock County. It was an incredibly
beautiful day. A total of 22 species were
found. In addition to seeing a pair of Pileated
woodpeckers fly past us, the most
heartwarming sight were so many pairs of
Eastern bluebirds with the sun glistening on
their blue bodies.

Other species that are not seen day in and
day out were the Brown thrasher, Purple
finch, Golden-crowned kinglet, and the Field
sparrow. April 2004 Goldfinch Page 3
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